
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Follow-up PCL September sessions to explore next steps for effective professional 

development programming: 

 

Join your catechetical community (leaders in adult faith 

formation, religious education, and youth ministry) this 

month as we explore next steps: 

 Thursday, September 16 from 9:00 to 11:00 am via 

ZOOM 

o Agenda 

 Prayer 

 Refine and define the conversation from August 24 

discussion (see attached document) 

 How best do you want our sessions to move forward 

(frequency, in-person/ZOOM, locations) 

o RSVP with Sherri Simmer for this virtual meeting 

o Zoom information 

 Topic: East PCL/CLADD Gathering - Next Steps for Professional 

Gatherings 

 Time: Sep 16, 2021 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86872017235?pwd=TGhxWi9lcjE1Z21FYWx

2UnhPdE90QT09  

 Meeting ID: 868 7201 7235 

 Passcode: uNp3et 

 Tuesday, September 21 from 9:00 to 11:30 am - Jill and Linda will host at St. Patrick’s 

parish in Council Bluffs.  The parish is located at 4 Valley View Drive, Council Bluffs, 

IA 51503. Please RSVP to Sherri Simmer by September 17 so we have enough resources 

and food.  

o Agenda 

 Gather with light breakfast provided from the Diocese  

 Prayer provided by Jill and Linda 

 Refine and define the conversation from August 24 discussion (see 

attached document) 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
September 8, 2021 Edition 

mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86872017235?pwd=TGhxWi9lcjE1Z21FYWx2UnhPdE90QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86872017235?pwd=TGhxWi9lcjE1Z21FYWx2UnhPdE90QT09
mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org


 How best do you want our meetings to move forward (frequency, in-

person/ZOOM, locations) 

 Lunch provided by the Diocese 

 

Naming the Real Invitation to Learn More about a guided Ignatian Experience to process 

all that is happening in this world: 

 

Patty Mayer (Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart parish), Kevin O’Donnell 

(The Emmaus House) and I want to make you aware of an Ignatian 

Prayer process developed in partnership with Becky Eldredge who is 

a nationally known and respected Ignatian spirituality author and 

director.  This process is primarily for YOU as God’s beloved to take 

time to spiritually process the last 18 months.  You may be asking 

yourself,  

 How do I re-enter life in a post-pandemic world?   

 How do I process what I have been through?  

 How do I recognize my personal trauma and our collective 

trauma?    

 

As a lay ecclesial minister you help carry the burdens of others while at the same time dealing 

with a huge range of emotions and holding big questions about our ministry outreach.  Your 

participation can also help us gauge how best to consider the next steps for inviting the faithful to 

participate.  Attached please find a flyer about the process with the dates and times for the 

informational meetings through ZOOM.   

 

Naming the Real provides a framework and resources to feed you as your community re-

gathers.  The framework will give you an opportunity to process the past, to acknowledge 

the present, and to discern your next steps in three parts: 

1. Looking Back:  Reviewing the year with God’s help  

2. Standing in the Present:  Noticing what we notice with Jesus  

3. Moving Forward: Discerning where God is calling us to go  

 

Patty, Kevin, and I are inviting you to an informational ZOOM meeting to learn more about this 

process and see if it would be something you wish to participate in through ZOOM.  The 

information meetings will be held on: 

 September 9 at noon 

o Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodu6trjkpGtBW8kDQAlvO2VnZGd

phFtsz  

 

Please connect with Patty or me if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you 

tomorrow at noon. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodu6trjkpGtBW8kDQAlvO2VnZGdphFtsz
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodu6trjkpGtBW8kDQAlvO2VnZGdphFtsz
mailto:Patty@olih.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org


Reclaiming Faith & Family (Free) Virtual Conference – September 17-19: 

 

Being a Christian today can often feel 

like you're walking on eggshells with the 

people closest to you... 

  

 Which topics are ok, and which ones 

are NO GO at the family party? 

 If I say the name “Jesus” will I get 

the same “Here we go again” eye roll? 

 If I speak up, will they shut me out 

of their life entirely? 

  

The Reclaiming Faith and Family conference is about helping your parishioners enter into 

relationships and dialogue with those who are away from Christ and/or the Church, without 

losing your own peace in the process--starting with those closest to you.  

 

This conference covers an array of practical evangelization topics from:  

 communicating heart-to-heart – dialoguing without arguing, 

 evangelization how-to – helpful skills and conversation techniques, 

 effective strategy in ministry – cutting edge ministries proclaiming the Gospel effective 

in the 21st century.   

  

Some of the conference presenters include: 

 Jackie Francois Angel 

 Jared Dees 

 Mark Hart 

 Dr. Colleen Kelly Mast 

 Dr. Peter Kreeft 

 Curtis Martin 

 Sherry Weddell 

 and many more 

 

That is the focus of the free Reclaiming Faith and Family Conference, going this September 17-

19.  Register Here Free.  There is also a premium option which allows you to have access to all 

the material through October 2022 in case you want to share it with others who couldn’t attend 

during the actual live event weekend.  The cost for the premium pass is $49.99.  This virtual 

conference is sponsored by the OSV Institute and Science of Sainthood.   

 

Balancing the Tension Between Possibilities and Challenges Webinar Series by Twenty-

Third Publications and Pflaum: 

 

The past year and a half has been challenging for all of us involved in catechesis.  It has also 

opened doors to new ways of approaching the ministry and the programs it entails.  To help 

parish leaders unravel both the possibilities and challenges that the pandemic has raised—loss of 

leaders, participants, and catechists, the challenges and opportunities posed by virtual classes, 

https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/Faith


uncertainty about how and when to gather back together again at the parish—Twenty-Third 

Publications and Pflaum Publishing Group are offering a series of interactive webinars with and 

for catechetical leaders across the country.  Below is the themes and speakers for this event 

series: 

 

Going Backwards to Go Forwards – September 16 at noon: 

 An initial conversation around lessons learned from COVID times and how those 

might steer us in a renewed direction for what comes next. 

 CONVERSATION PARTNER is Bill Miller 

Bill has held positions as a Diocesan Religious Education Consultant, a Diocesan 

Director of Religious Education, and a College Campus Minister.   He is author of 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction as a Catechist (Twenty-Third Publications). 

 Use this link to register 

 

Further sessions throughout the year includes: 

 Family Connections - October 21, 2021 

o The COVID pandemic led to new initiatives with families that, while 

challenging, also offered a range of new possibilities.  

o Conversation partner: Connie Clark 

 Catechetical Old School - November 11, 2021 

o What “old school” catechesis have we re-discovered and come to appreciate?  

o Conversation partner: Lee Danesco 

 If the Tech Fits, Do It - January 13, 2022 

o A discussion of the innovations that surfaced during COVID and how these 

might be adapted when programs resume at the parish. 

o Conversation partner: Denise Utter 

 Moving Forward - February 10, 2022 

o What new innovations might we adopt to revitalize our catechetical efforts? 

o Conversation partner: Kathy Hendricks 

 

Parish Leadership Webinar with Leisa Anslinger on September 28 at 2:00 pm: 

 

Save the date for a parish leadership webinar Sept. 28 entitled “Pastoral Renewal Begins Now: 

Vision and Strategies for a Coming Post-Covid World.”  After a year of “Zoom and Gloom” 

we’re all looking forward to getting back to normal.  But that’s aiming too low.  With practical 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_i0ZLo4NcR9WihvAs5hSYxg


guidance from Leisa Anslinger (an internationally respected pastoral expert) and Tom Quinlan 

(director of the St. Joseph Educational Center), let’s explore:  

 What is healthy and helpful 

on our pastoral landscape 

 Consider what our time in 

pandemic is teaching us 

 Begin to boldly imagine the 

pastoral opportunities that lie 

before us  

  

The St. Joseph Educational 

Center invites all parish leaders in the diocese to mark your calendar now and plan to attend 

this digital pastoral formation session at 2pm on Tuesday, Sept. 28.  Please keep your calendar 

clear until 3:30 p.m. to permit you to stay on for the Q & A discussion, which is often a valuable 

part of these sessions.  

 

Registration is easy and free to you and all in leadership roles at your parish.  Please inform 

others and encourage their participation.  Simply click on this link to receive an invitation email.  

 

Contact Tom Quinlan to answer questions or for assistance.   

 

Catechetical Sunday Will be Celebrated on September 19, 2021 – Theme is “Say the Word 

and My Soul Shall Be Healed”: 

 

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 

reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of 

Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 

the Gospel.  This year, the Church will celebrate 

Catechetical Sunday on September 19, 2021, and the 

theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed."  

Those who the parish community has designated to 

serve as catechists will be called forth to be 

commissioned for their ministry.  

 

The USCCB online resources are offered free of charge.  

Many of the resources are also of interest to parish catechetical leaders and catechists, youth and 

young adults’ ministers, Catholic school principals and teachers, as well as other individuals who 

provide faith formation to diverse age groups and settings. 

 

There are some wonderful video resources on the theme includes: 

 Dr. Bob Schuchts on Healing the Wounds of Division, the Wounds of Fear, and Healing 

the Wounds of Isolation 

 

More resources to come by early September.   

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aWngY3k_W3GSgCgyOa_PSyQfK2BfMwMpryxVADskTagXW154yeokVy2lJ9YXjV-_gfMjmpiDSDWXzolcqjy3BrV3zloPhZToPoUABYEvXV-BJ5O-W-7pzYH0vb-jwGSwJkCe_zHOgPkgLmStl8_V2FeJvtdXg7LNOfdpkN_H7OnSLRN6__bwLAfTIp3l5icfcXpeG40OOIzzJh-aBDshfOyMF3claetp&c=-D6dYqsRXN9OIyYJwdSO15zsM_PNkYsvcA2anPfHxR9D0hbPug2_TQ==&ch=tzvl94oWv6nd_2CICZZ4WCPKd0O2q6SxodQqJN4CRq0CA46l-lEjig==
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2021


Prayer Retreat – ideal for adults, young adults, and teens – by Gretchen Watznauer (youth 

minister at Assumption parish in Granger and assistant principal at Saint Francis of Assisi 

School in West Des Moines): 
 

Gretchen and I 

were together on 

August 29 at All 

Saints parish in 

Stuart when she 

shared with me a 

retreat she led for 

the staff at Saint 

Francis School.  It 

was a relaxing and 

prayerful day.  The 

retreat allowed participants to experience different types of prayer: prayer they were comfortable 

with and prayer that stretched them.  At the end of the day, participants shared with Gretchen 

that many of the activities could be done with youth and that the retreat would be a great 

experience for teens, young adults, and older adults.   

 

You will find the retreat attached to use in your parish community.  Contact Gretchen Watznauer 

if you have any questions.   

 

I encourage you to email me formation programming you have used with your parish groups that 

can be shared with colleagues around the diocese.   

 

Webinars – NFCYM: 

 

NFCYM – Equipping Young People for Pastoral 

Leadership – presented by Megan Shepherd and 

Lindsay Barrett – September 14 at 1:00 pm CDT 

 

Fostering the leadership of young people involves 

not just developing skills, but cultivating their 

theological vision, prayerful disposition, and 

missionary courage.  This webinar will explore ways 

to help young people recognize and respond with 

creativity to the needs of the community, grounded 

in a disposition of gratitude and humility before 

God. 

 

Megan Shepherd is the Program Director of Notre Dame Vision in the McGrath Institute for 

Church Life at the University of Notre Dame. 

 

mailto:gretchen@assumptiongranger.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org


Lindsey Barrett is a Master of Divinity student at the University of Notre Dame with an interest 

in liturgical music and pastoral ministry.  During her undergraduate studies, she served with the 

Notre Dame Vision program as a Mentor-in-Faith and is currently the music director. 

 

Use this link to purchase your $10 ticket.  Please remember, even if you can't attend the live 

session date, still register for the event and you will receive a recording after the webinar is 

completed 

 

Real + True Brings the Catechism to Life – Free Resource: 

 

Are you looking for an innovative way to 

introduce the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

to those in your formation sessions?  Consider 

connecting with Real + True which is part of 

The Catechism Project, a global initiative 

sponsored by OSV.   

 

The team behind Real + True is a group of 

dreamers and builders, disciples and catechists, 

strategists and creatives, who believe in creating 

content to help women and men encounter the love that never ends.   

 

They believe the Catechism is not a textbook, a collection of ideas, or a set of rules.  It is the 

faithful echo of a God who wishes to reveal Himself to us and desires us to respond.  Their 

mission is to pass down and pass along the gift of our faith by creating beautiful, captivating, and 

relevant content inspired by the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  

 

They are making this content in multiple languages and accessible for free to people all over the 

world.  Real + True is a reference to the real and true God.  In Jesus, God is real.  He is someone, 

not something.  He’s a person who knows us and understands us.  He walked this earth and 

showed us how to live and love.  He is also the Truth, and his light guides our path and leads us 

to everlasting life. 

 

Real + True takes the four pillars of the Catechism (Profession of Faith, Celebration of the 

Christian Mystery, Life in Christ, and Christian Prayer) and divides each pillar into 12 units.  

There will be a total of 48 units to cover the entire Catechism.  Starting this month, Real + True 

will publish a new unit.  Each unit consists of four videos (Proclamation, Explanation, 

Connection, and Podcast).   

 

The schedule for 2021-2022 is: 

 September 2021 - CCC 1-25 Life and the Catechism 

 October 2021 - CCC 26-49 Man’s Capacity for God 

 November 2021 - CCC 50-141 God Comes to Meet Man 

 December 2021 - CCC 142-184 Man’s Response to God 

 January 2022 - CCC 185-231 I Believe in God 

 February 2022 - CCC 232-421 The Father Almighty 

https://nfcym.org/calendar-event/equipping-young-people-for-pastoral-leadership/
https://realtrue.org/


 March 2022 - CCC 422-682 Jesus Christ 

 April 2022 - CCC 683-747 The Holy Spirit 

 May 2022 - CCC 748-945, 963-975 The Holy Catholic Church 

 June 2022 - CCC 946-962 The Communion of Saints 

 July 2022 - CCC 976-987 The Forgiveness of Sins 

 August 2022 - CCC 988-1065 Resurrection of the Body & Life Everlasting 

 

Real + True has the following hopes and dreams for its project: 

 They hope and pray these videos will find people who are curious about what the Church 

teaches and about Jesus.  

 They pray that the proclamation videos rouse a spiritual curiosity about the world and 

what it means to be human.  

 They pray the explanation and connection videos would present the contents of our faith 

in a way that is relevant to their lives, perhaps in a way they’ve never heard before.  

 They hope that many may find these videos to be useful conversation starters to journey 

with others who are spiritually curious or seeking truth. 

 

September Important Dates: 

 September 8 – Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 September 12 – Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 September 13 – Saint John Chrysostom 

 September 14 – Exaltation of the Cross 

 September 15 – Our Lady of Sorrows 

 September 17 – Saint Robert Bellarmine 

 September 21 – Saint Matthew 

 September 23 – Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 

 September 26 – Saint Paul VI 

 September 20-26 – National Migration Week (prayer and toolkit) 

 September 27 – Saint Vincent de Paul 

 September 29 – Feast of the Archangels 

 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/most-holy-name-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-chrysostom
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/exaltation-of-the-holy-cross
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/our-lady-of-sorrows
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-robert-bellarmine
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-matthew
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-pio-of-pietrelcina
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-paul-vi
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/national-migration-week-prayer-2/
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/take-action/national-migration-week/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-vincent-de-paul
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-michael-gabriel-and-raphael

